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NEW “NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS HALL OF FAME” EXHIBIT IN MEDORA NOW
OPEN

FARGO, N.D. — Built on Grit™, the first ND Business Hall of Fame designed to honor and
celebrate businesses in North Dakota, is now open. This new exhibit, created by Dakota Business
Lending (DBL) in partnership with the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, is located inside
the Harold Schafer Heritage Center in Medora, welcoming visitors of all ages during a historic
time for the region as the nation celebrates the 250th anniversary of the United States and the
opening of the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library.

Built on Grit: ND Business Hall of Fame highlights the ingenuity, grit, and vision of
North Dakota businesses, from humble small-town startups to globally recognized companies,
while inspiring the next generation of business leaders. Visitors can read stories, learn about 17
North Dakota businesses, and participate in interactive features created for all ages...all free of

charge.
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“For over 40 years, Dakota Business Lending has had a front-row seat to the resilience,
creativity, and determination of North Dakota entrepreneurs,” said Steve Dusek, President &
CEO of DBL. “We've seen firsthand how a simple idea can grow into a business that
strengthens communities and shapes our state and future. “Built on Grit” was created to honor
those stories and share them with visitors from across the country, while inspiring the next
generation to pursue their own bright ideas.”

Just like Medora and the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, Built on Grit exists to
honor the stories that define North Dakota and the people who helped build it. The exhibit
highlights 17 businesses from across the state whose ideas, partnerships, and perseverance
helped make North Dakota the great state that it is, including those rooted in Medora’s own
business history.

“Every business begins with a dream,” said Dusek. “We hope visitors get a new or
renewed appreciation for those that have followed their dreams right here in North Dakota...and
feel inspired to pursue their own.”

The exhibit is open daily from 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. inside the Harold Schafer Heritage

Center in Medora - 335 4th St, Medora, ND 58645. Learn more about Built on Grit or submit a

business to be inducted in the future at www.builtongrit.com.

About Built on Grit: ND Business Hall of Fame™

Built on Grit: ND Business Hall of Fame is an interactive and educational exhibit created to
celebrate the entrepreneurs, industries, and organizations that make North Dakota great. The
exhibit, designed by 44-year-old financing company Dakota Business Lending in partnership

with the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, highlights businesses from across the state that
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have grown, impacted, and left a lasting legacy throughout North Dakota and beyond. The

exhibit is open daily from June 5 — September 13, 2026 and is free for visitors of all ages.

About Dakota Business Lending

Founded in 1982, Dakota Business Lending is the oldest, largest, and most experienced 504
CDC in North Dakota and the first North Dakota based financing entity to be chosen by the U.S.
Treasury Department's Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) Fund to receive a
New Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) allocation. With staff throughout their service area, Dakota
Business Lending serves North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Minnesota. The mission of
this private, not-for-profit entity is to build lasting relationships and drive economic growth by
being the premier small business resource in their footprint. Since inception, Dakota Business
Lending has provided over $600 million in loans with total project impact exceeding $1.2 billion
to small businesses and local economies.
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